Meaningful learning: students' perceptions of a new form of case seminar in pathology.
Student-centred activities have been developed in a pathology course for medical students. This study reports on students' perceptions of a new form of case seminar as a way to learn pathology. The seminar was evaluated through open-ended questionnaires and the data was analysed with a qualitative content analysis approach. All students reported that the case seminar was a positive learning experience. Four aspects of importance for learning were identified: motivational, knowledge construction, contextual and collaborative aspects. The motivational aspects concerned an increase in interest and motivation to learn, while the knowledge construction aspects included enhancing memory formation and facilitation of understanding. The case seminar also seems to help the students relate the textbook knowledge to a real world context and future profession, which can be described as the contextual aspects of learning. According to the students in our study, the work in small groups resulted in positive collaborative aspects of learning. The new case seminar could be an effective teaching and learning activity. It can be used in a traditional course as a complement to lectures and does not require a major change in the course design. It is also well suited for integrated curricula.